
òHó is for Homework Club! 

      Need help with math or maybe a composition for English class?  

Laraway youth have found a trusted and reliable source of tutoring and 

homework help at Johnson State College . 

      Undergraduate students engaged in the Collegeõs SERVE Program 

organized a Homework Club which began this past fall.  Laraway youth have 

been showing up for the weekly sessions to sharpen their study skills while 

realizing better grades.  

      òYouth have the opportunity to engage with college students and be 

exposed to campus life,ó observes Morgain Raleigh , Activities Coordinator at 

Laraway.  òBenefits include natural mentoring opportunities and youth 

conceptualizing attending college.ó 
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      Snow has arrived and our     

extended summer is over.  While 

thereõs a part of me that really        

appreciates a fresh snowfall, Iõll be a 

little sad to see Larawayõs gardens and 

fields covered with the white stuff.                                         

 Itõs hard to believe weõve been 

on site with all programs ñ- School, 

Backpack and  Substitute Care ñ- for a 

year and a half already.  Thereõs been 

an explosion of activity.  Solar trackers 

have gone up.  Our outdoor bread 

oven is being reconstructed.  With 

help from Lamoille Union High School, 

our soccer field underwent major    

improvements.  Students from      

Johnson State College cleared a path, 

providing easy access to the Lamoille 

River from our existing path.   Our 

gardens are harvested.                  

 Weõll make the most of    

winter, engaging the kids in skiing, 

sledding and snowshoeing around 

our property.                                

 This spring we hope to     

install playground equipment and a 

permanent basketball court.  The 

therapeutic benefits of play are an 

integral part of our work.             

 I invite you to contact me if 

youõd like to learn more about and/

or support the safe and healthy  

recreational opportunities were offer 

to the children and youth we serve.  

 Happy Holidays!                     

 Greg Stefanski               

 GregS@Laraway.org    

 (802) 635 - 2805 x 102  
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   Holiday Happenings:  Laraway Kids and Staff Reach Out  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our supporters!  

 

 
Individuals  

Anonymous  

Irene Bareau  

Everett Dickinson  

Ellen Hill  

Penny Murray  

Duncan & Nancy Tingle  
 

Businesses / Organizations  

Green Lantern  

       Development  

Jeffersonville Quarry  

JSC Call to Action Class  

St. Johnõs in the 

      Mountains Church  

Vermont Arts Council  

Vermont Humanities 

Council  

Vermont Teddy Bear 

Company  

 
 

If your name was inadvertently  

omitted, please contact Katherine 

Stamper at (802) 635 - 2805 x 106  
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Laraway Voices  
 

òLaraway is  

helping me 

 to grow,  

to take control  

of my futureó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

òIf it wasnõt for 

Laraway  
I donõt know 

where  

Iõd beó 

      

     Just as Laraway is committed to serving children and families, a big 

part of the therapeutic growth and learning that takes place focuses on 

building empathy while giving back to the community.  

     Laraway School youth organize a Pennies for Presents campaign each 

holiday season in which they decorate canisters which are placed with  

local merchants to encourage customers to contribute spare change to 

purchase gifts for children experiencing need.  Funds raised are used to 

purchase gifts for the Lamoille Family Centerõs annual holiday giving 

event.  

     Larawayõs Backpack Program is organizing its annual Family Basket  

Project  in which staff invite local businesses to donate items ñfood, 

passes to a family movie, books, etc. ñ- for baskets which are assembled 

by staff and delivered to Backpack families in the days before Christmas.  

Letõs Go Solar! Laraway, in a unique partnership 

with Green Lantern Development , serves as a 

host site for 10 solar trackers from All Earth  

Renewables .  Installation was conducted by ECI 

and Timberline Electrical .  We receive reduced 

energy costs and a real - life teaching tool to use 

with our students.  

 

Featured in photo from left to right:  

Luke Shullenberger, Green Lantern Development  

Greg Stefanski, Laraway  

John Warshow, Investor  

Tom Pelletier, President & CEO, Northfield Bank  

Paul Watson, Northfield Bank  



From Laraway to IBM  
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òI wrote my first computer program at Laraway.ó 

~Mike  

òI was an incorrigible youth,ó Mike says 

with a bit of humor. òI got into trouble and 

was spending time on the streets doing drugs. 

My home environment was stressful. My father 

was very rigid and my parents didnõt really 

know how to talk to me.ó  

Vermont social services became       

involved. Mike was placed in a foster home in 

Middlesex when he was in the 9 th  grade. He 

attended Harwood Union High School. Grades 

didnõt reflect his ability-- he skipped school 

and flunked several classes. Mike 

was then placed at Laraway.  

òHistory and Social Studies 

were my favorite classes,ó Mike     

remembers. òI struggled with Math 

and English, yet I enjoyed writing. 

(Laraway teacher) Betsy Burroughs 

was good at setting limits and    

holding us accountable.  All the 

teachers were very patient.ó 

òI was quite impulsive at that time and 

easily distracted,ó Mike says. òI graduated as a 

junior -- it would have helped if I stayed on 

another year. It wasnõt until I went to college, 

to CCV, that I really developed study skills.ó 

òGiven my struggles with Math, Betsy 

encouraged me to audit an Intro to Algebra 

class at Johnson Sate College -- that was my 

first college class.ó 

Mike feels he gained a good basic   

education at Laraway, something heõd been 

missing. òIt was all helpful, the English, the 

History, the Social Studies,ó Mike observes. òI 

gained confidence and skills and satisfied the 

level I needed to get to college.ó 

Asked about his fellow students, Mike 

says, òWe were a diverse bunch from different 

towns in Vermont. Our backgrounds and     

upbringings were all so varied, yet at the same 

time we shared many similarities. This helped 

us to bond so well during difficult situations 

as in the outdoor teambuilding activities.ó 

Mike earned his high school diploma at 

Laraway and worked various jobs 

before deciding to attend college. 

Heõs spent the last 12 years in the 

IT industry.  

     òLaraway was a tremendous  

opportunity,ó Mike says. òMy 

appreciation has improved over 

time. It was a unique opportunity 

Iõll never have again.  I wish Iõd 

taken more advantage and        

continued on for a senior year.ó 

òPeople should recognize what a    

valuable asset Laraway is to the community,ó 

Mike said. So many children donõt have a   

second chance, a chance at an alternative 

education.  The staff should be valued for 

their dedication.  Laraway is important to the 

community.ó 

 

Mike, a member of Larawayõs Class of 

1984, is an IT Systems Administrator at IBM.   



MISSION 

Providing opportunities for children and families to recognize their 

individual strengths while supporting them to grow and contribute 

within our communities  

P.O.  Box  621 

275 VT Rte. 15 West 

Johnson, Vermont 05656 

Phone: 802-635-2805 

Fax: 802-635-7273 

E-mail: admin@laraway.org 

www.Laraway.org 

 

Laraway...Itõs about the kids 

 the children, integrity in the 

work, outreach to the  

community and the  

effectiveness of treatment. I  

knew I wanted to continue  

to be a part of Laraway.ó 

     Thanks, Kyle!  

      Kyle Senesac worked in 

Larawayõs Backpack Program 

as a Behavioral Interventionist  

and Case Manager before  

assuming his current position  

at Concept2 . 

     Kyle is an avid snowboarder  

and biker who enjoys spending  

time in the great outdoors.  

     Kyle runs a small farm in 

Johnson where he lives with 

his wife and daughter.  

     òHaving previously been an 

employee of Laraway, I was 

able to witness compassion for  

 

Laraway  

Wishes  

You  

and  

Yours  

a 

Wonderful  

and 

Warm  

Holiday  

Season!  


